Revitalizing roles and functions of mosques in Kuala Lumpur /  Nur Athirah Khalit by Khalit, Nur Athirah
  
 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVITALIZING ROLES AND FUNCTIONS OF  
MOSQUES IN KUALA LUMPUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NUR ATHIRAH BINTI KHALIT 
 
 
 
Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for  
the degree of 
 
 
 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION 
MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING, AND SURVEYING 
APRIL 2011  
 
  
 
CADIDATES DECLARATION 
 
 
I declare that the work in this dissertation was carried out in accordance with the 
regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and the result of my work, 
unless otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This dissertation has 
not been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for 
any other degree or qualification. 
 
In the event that my dissertation be found to violate the conditions mentioned above, I 
voluntary waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree to be subjected to the 
disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. 
 
 
Name of Candidate : NUR ATHIRAH BINTI KHALIT 
 
Candidate ID. No. : 2009139407 
 
Programme Code : Msc. in Heritage Conservation Management 
 
Faculty : Architecture, Planning and Surveying 
 
 
REVITALIZING ROLES AND FUNCTIONS OF MOSQUES IN  
KUALA LUMPUR 
 
 
 
Signature of Candidate : ................................................................................. 
 
Date : ................................................................................. 
 
  
  
i 
 
Acknowledgement 
 
 
Bismillahirrahmanirrahim.  
In the Name of Allah s.w.t the Compassionate the Merciful.  
 
Alhamdulillah. All praise be to Allah s.w.t whom with His Will and Mercy gave me the 
opportunity to complete this dissertation. May the Peace and Blessings of Allah s.w.t be 
upon Muhammad (p.b.u.h), His final Messenger and Prophet who has been an 
inspiration for me. 
 
This dissertation was prepared for Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying in 
order to complete the post graduate program of Master of Science in Heritage and 
Conservation Managament.  
 
I would like to express my upmost appreciation to my supervisor, Puan Nik Farhanah 
Nik Azhari, for her admirable guidance, understanding, patience, and consideration 
during the progress of this research until its completion. I also would like to thank our 
Programme Coordinator, Assoc. Prof. Syed Mohd Hassan Syed Subli without whose 
assistance my research would not went smoothly. 
 
My thanks are due to all the representatives from the mosque’s management; Hj. Modin 
@ Maideen Ali, Ustaz Zulka Pili Abd Mutalib, Ustaz Mejar Mohd Jihadi Ahmad, and 
their staffs for the excellent cooperation and commitments. 
 
My deepest gratitude and love goes to my husband, Muhammad Mundzir Mohamed 
Hatta, my children Marwan Aleef and Nuha Anees, and my family and in laws for their 
endless support, encouragement and prayers. 
 
Last but not least, I would like to thank all my friends that were always cheering me up, 
stood by me through the good times and bad and supporting my works and efforts. 
 
May Allah s.w.t bless them all with the best of rewards. 
  
ii 
 
Abstract 
 
 
This dissertation is a study on the original roles and functions of a mosque in 
comparison to the current mosques in Malaysia focusing on the mosques in Kuala 
Lumpur City centre. Mosque is an important building in Islam that represents the 
establishment and creates the characteristic of Muslim society. A survey of the 
literature on mosque suggests two different ideas of the mosques which are as a House 
of God and a Community Development Centre. Due to its function as community 
development centre, Kuala Lumpur City Centre has been chosen for the scope of study 
given that it was the largest city in Malaysia that have high rate of population with wide 
range of roles, functions, and features as centre of community development in 
Malaysia. The objectives of the study are; to identify and investigate the roles and 
functions of mosques in Islam in developing the community, to analyze and study 
current management of the mosque, and to discover opportunities in the effort to 
enliven the mosques institution. A proper research methodology was adopted for this 
research in order to achieve the objectives. The methodologies include literature 
reviews, case studies, observations and interviews. There are three case studies that 
have been chose for the purpose of this research which are; Jamek Mosque, Kampung 
Baru, As-Syakirin Mosque, KLCC, and Khalid Ibnu Al-Walid Mosque, Jalan Padang 
Tembak. A comparison between roles and functions of each case study with the ideal 
mosque during Prophet’s (p.b.u.h) time will be analyzed. From the analysis, it can be 
said that current mosques in Malaysia are still practicing relatively the same roles as it 
used to be during the time of Prophet (p.b.u.h), but in smaller scopes and target groups 
due to inadequate facilities to supports its proper functions. Consequently, even though 
the need to revitalize the roles and functions of mosque is not debatable anymore, 
however there are still needs to discover opportunities to prosper the mosque. This 
dissertation has also suggested some recommendations to improve the roles and 
functions of mosque in Malaysia. As a conclusion, designers, architects, engineers, and 
all stakeholders have to play important roles in prospering the mosque as it was during 
the golden age of Islam. 
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